July 29, 1999
Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, John
Hinckley shot President Reagan,

James Brady, and two security guards
with intent to Kkill. Hinckley also
planned to Kill President Carter.

Deemed insane, Hinckley was put in
the hospital. And now that hospital
says Hinckley has regained his health,
he is no longer insane, and he should be
entitled to and they are granting him
“‘supervised leave.” And the Govern-
ment will not appeal it.

Unbelievable.

What is next, Mr. Speaker? White
House tours? Disney World?

Beam me up. Hinckley should go to
jail. We should throw away the keys.
An America that tolerates assassins
like Hinckley is an America that will
have more assassins like John Hinck-

ley.

WHATEVER FLOATS YOUR BOAT

(Mr. SCHAFFER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, last
week Presidential contender and self-
proclaimed environmental guru, Vice
President AL GORE, treated himself to
what amounted to a $7.1 million tax-
payer-funded and environmentally
reckless canoe trip down the Con-
necticut River in New Hampshire.

While on a campaign swing through
the first-in-the-Nation primary State,
the VP decided to demonstrate his en-
vironmental prowess for the cameras
by floating four miles downstream and
then climbing ashore with a $100,000
Federal grant check for the local water
commission.
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Unfortunately, Gore and his handlers
determined too late the low water level
on the river might not fully float
GORE’S boat, thereby presenting a po-
tentially embarrassing political mo-
ment to the campaign flotilla. Rather
than forgo the photo opportunity, the
local water commission, yes, the same
group that received the check, was per-
suaded to release 4 billion gallons of
captured water down the river for the
35 minutes GoORE was afloat. Water
usage cost to release the 4 billion gal-
lons: $7.1 million.

This was not the first time. They did
the same thing in Colorado in 1996 at
the Chatfield Reservoir. In either case
while farmers pay a premium for reli-
able water supplies, the Vice President
spends their money like water.

Mr. Speaker, as they say over in the
White House, ‘“Whatever makes your
boat float.”

REJECT THE MASSIVELY IRRE-
SPONSIBLE REPUBLICAN TAX
BILL

(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to call on this Congress to reverse
course and pass fiscally responsible
legislation to provide targeted tax re-
lief for America’s families.

Mr. Speaker, the people of North
Carolina sent me to this House to work
to put our Nation’s fiscal house in
order, honor our values and invest in
our future. Last Congress, | proudly
voted to balance the Federal budget for
the first time in a generation and I
continue to support fiscally responsible
tax relief for middle-class families.

But the tax bill the Republican lead-
ership rammed through this House last
week is a massively irresponsible gam-
ble with our Nation’s future and our
economic prosperity. The Republican
bill would cripple our ability to save
Social Security and Medicare for our
Nation’s seniors and would prevent us
from making needed investments in
better education for our children.

Mr. Speaker, the first bill | intro-
duced as a Member of this House cut
the inheritance tax for small busi-
nesses and small families. This year |
have written and introduced, cospon-
sored by 90 Members, a bill to provide
Federal tax credits for local school
construction. | strongly support paying
down the national debt and providing
responsible tax relief for our families.
The Republican bill would hurt the
middle class and return us to the days
of out-of-control deficits and sky-
rocketing inflation.

INTRODUCTION OF KOSOVO
BURDENSHARING RESOLUTION

(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this
Member is today introducing a House
Resolution titled the Kosovo
Burdensharing Resolution. Since the
United States bore the disproportion-
ately large share of the cost of the air
war against Yugoslavia, my resolution
expresses the sense of the House that
the United States should pay no more
than 18 percent of the aggregate total
costs associated with the military air
operations, reconstruction in Kosovo,
and in Yugoslavia when Milosevic no
longer controls the governments of
Serbia or Yugoslavia or the Socialist
Party, except there is no limitation
against Montenegro. This limitation on
burdensharing is consistent with the
earlier statements by the President,
but we need to remind him and rein-
force his bargaining power on
burdensharing when he negotiates with
the European and other allied coun-
tries.

This resolution is particularly timely
as President Clinton leaves today for
the Balkans Reconstruction Conference
on Friday in Sarajevo. The resolution
also recognizes that Macedonia and Al-
bania bore a significant economic and
refugee burden and that these roles
should make them priority recipients
of aid.
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Members should contact my office
today if they wish to be an original co-
sponsor.

MANAGED CARE REFORM

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
we have a saying in Texas, “If it’s not
broke, don’t fix it.”” Well, our health
care delivery system by HMOs is bro-
ken.

According to the day if you read al-
most any newspaper, the Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation found that 87 percent of
doctors said their patients had experi-
enced denial of coverage over the last 2
years; 79 percent had trouble getting
approval for a certain drug they want-
ed to prescribe; 69 percent had trouble
getting a diagnostic test approved; 52
percent had trouble getting patients
referred to a specialist.

And now to bring you up to date, the
Republican leadership announced their
intention once again to bypass the
committee process and take a managed
care bill directly here to the floor.
Once again they are starting down a
road that ignores the American people.
They are letting the HMOs write their
own legislation. Once again they are
writing a major piece of legislation in
the Speaker’s office without bipartisan
support.

Another Texas saying we have, and |
think it applies, is that they are let-
ting the fox guard the chicken house.
What we need is real HMO reform, not
a fake or a fig leaf.

ADMINISTRATION FALLS SHORT
ON VA FUNDING

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the
Clinton administration proposed a dis-
mal VA medical care budget earlier
this year. It is shortchanging our vet-
erans.

We have heard from VA officials that
an additional $1.1 billion is needed just
to maintain current service levels.

Deep concerns regarding the adminis-
tration’s proposal for veterans’ medical
care led our Committee on Veterans’
Affairs to call for an additional $1.7 bil-
lion in funding for the upcoming fiscal
year. The new funding being suggested
by the Vice President over the weekend
will not cover the needs of our vet-
erans.

He proposed an additional $900 mil-
lion for medical care. But based upon
the administration’s own figures, the
cost for pay increases and inflation
alone will cost $900 million.

The administration’s budget fails to
cover the costs of treating hepatitis C,
a ‘“silent epidemic” afflicting many
veterans, and fails to cover the cost of
emergency care.
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